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now merely one of the coinmon sort. Bending, like
the rest, before Sordello, he placed his own crown below
his, Mssed the rival's hand, let one great tear fall upon
it, and then joined his company of friends. He had
been long enough at Bordello's side. Might not envy
make him use some evil art? This was the thought
of some who stood watching. "Stop!7'* they cried;
" charm not his lips, nor craze his brain." And one
who spied his crown lying below Bordello's pulled it
away. "How," cried he, "can you place yours near
his ? You cannot touch him in the art. How splendid
the verses he sang in answer to yours! Let us hear
you sing them now yourself/3 And the poor bard,
insult heaped on injury, sang them calmly. All his
old friends going off to escort his victorious rival, home
he went alone; and that evening he wondered what
his life would be after this tremendous change. Ee-
flecting that by the morrow he might see what plan to
adopt, he fell asleep, never to awake again.

All this his friends learned when they returned from
G-oito with tales of the lovely place where Sordello lived,
and of his roamings among the hills and woods and
vales. There no doubt, they said in their wisdom, he
first thought of his song, laboured at its composition,
and at last produced it as a finished work of art, to
the defeat and death of Eglamor.

211. 'Ms naked love.1
Cepheus and

Andromeda, the daughter of King

" That starred -^Ethiop queen that strove
To set her beauty's praise above
The sea-nymphs and their powers offended."

To punish Cassiopeia, Poseidon sent against the land a sea-
monster, irom which the oracle of Ammon promised deliverance
if Andromeda were sacrificed as his prey. Chained to a rock by
her father, she was rescued by Perseus.

215. ' gnome.3 Headers of Browning will be interested to know
that this word, which is probably derived from yvcbw, 'intelli-
gence,7 has been traced to Paracelsus.